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A few words from the  
Director of the IFDD

Delegations from the member States of the Francophonie will be attending  
the 13th session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations  

Convention to Combat Desertification (COP13) being held in Ordos, China on 
6-16 September 2017.

It has to be said – the French-speaking world is full of concerns over deserti-
fication and land degradation. In addition, it is estimated globally that 24% of 
exploitable lands on the planet are degraded. As a result, some 1.8 billion people 
could be living in countries or regions totally lacking in water by 2025.

The Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF) will also be attending COP13 
and will organise through the Institue de la Francophonie pour le développement 
durable (IFDD) consultation frameworks for delegations on significant issues and 
will make available tools to assist in the negotations, including this Guide.

Two years ago at the 12th session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention (COP12) held in Ankara, Turkey, the French-speaking Party States 
made the point, with the support of IFDD and its partners, by arranging a French-
speaking consultation on land degradation neutrality and the means of imple-
menting the Convention within the French-speaking world. COP13 is an oppor-
tunity for the delegates to make progress on the operationalisation of land 
degradation neutrality and to discuss drought-related issues. It is more than ever 
necessary to move to more vigorous synergistic actions to slow down desertification. 
We hope that COP13 and the discussions of the high-level segment will be crowned 
by concrete commitments by policy-makers on the aforementioned questions.

Once again, we wish to emphasise the place of non-State players, the scientific 
community and international organisations in implementing past and future 
undertakings. They are the players in the action and it will be important to count 
on them.

Apart from the LEF (energy-francophonie liaison) Review devoted to  
desertification and land degradation, IFDD has produced, as is its custom, the 
Guide to the Negotiations and its Summary for policy-makers for COP13. This tool 
produced by UNISFERA on behalf of IFDD summaries the previous Conferences 
of the Parties, provides information on the items on the COP13 agenda and deci-
phers the main issues. I should like here to acknowledge the support given by the 
Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification once 
more this year to the production of the Guide to the Negotiations.



I should lastly like to take this opportunity to thank all the contributors to 
this Summary and I hope that it will prove useful to its French-speaking audience. 
I wish you all pleasant reading.

Jean-Pierre Ndoutoum
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Introduction

This Summary is intended for policy-makers attending the thirteenth  
Conference of the Parties (COP13) of the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification taking place on 6-16 September 2017 in Ordos, Inner 
Mongolia, China.

To start, a summary table sets out the main questions that will be debated 
during the Ordos sessions.

Then, a first section of the Summary gives an overview of the main issues that 
will be addressed at the 13th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP13) as well 
as the sixteenth meeting of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation 
of the Convention (CRIC16) and the thirteenth session of the Committee on Sci-
ence and Technology (CST13).

Lastly, the second section of the Guide contains an additional analysis drafted 
under the responsibility of the UNISFÉRA International Centre. It covers three 
themes that will be addressed during the meetings: a) land degradation neutrality, 
b) the synergy between the Conventions from the Rio process and the other multi-
lateral environmental Agreements (IBPES and IPCC/Studies on land degradation, 
Global Sol Partnership) and c) the new international initiatives (3S, AAA, GGW, 
4 for 1000 and 20x20).
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The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda: implications 
for the United Nations Convention to combat desertification 2 53

Incorporation of sustainable development goal 15 and connected 
target 15.3: “combat desertification, restore degraded land and 
soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, 
and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world”, and as 
part of the Convention’s application in combating desertification

2a 49 1.3.1

Development and implementation of strategies within the scope  
of national action programmes to achieve the objectives of the 
Convention in the light of SGD 15 and its 15.3 target, as well as 
the Agenda for sustainable development by 2030. 

2d 51 1.3.1

The process of presenting and reviewing reports under the Convention 
with the aim of integrating the sustainable development Goals and 
targets in the implementation of the Convention: Improving the 
procedures for communication of information as well as the quality 
and format of reports to be submitted to the COP.

3 57 1.3.1

The future strategic scope of the Convention 2b 1.3.1
Implementation of the United Nations’ global communication  
and Decade Strategy to combat desertification (2010-2020) 2c 60 1.3.2

Implementation of the Convention on a national, 
sub-regional and regional level 3 2

Report of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation  
of the Convention and its recommendations formulate for the 
Conference of the Parties 

3a 2a 61 1.2.1

Additional procedures or institutional mechanisms designed to help 
the Conference of the Parties to review regularly the implementation 
of the Convention − Mandate of the Committee for the Review of 
the Implementation of the Convention

3b 61 N/A

Consideration of specific regional and national conditions 3c 61 1.3.3
Promotion and strengthening of partnerships with other conventions 
and organisations as well as with international and regional agencies 
relevant to the UNCDD

3d 46 & 
53 1.3.3

Additional investment and relationships with existing mechanisms 3e 1.3.3
Memorandum of Understanding between the Secretariat of 
 the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification  
and the Global Environment Facility 

3ei 2e 2 51 N/A

Programme and budget 3eii 68 N/A

viii
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Establishment of links between scientific knowledge and 
the decision process: review of the Committee on Science 
and Technology’s report and of the recommendations to 
the COP

4 2

The scientific and theoretical framework of land degradation 
neutrality 2a 43 N/A

Sustainable land management and dealing with land desertification/ 
degradation and drought, mitigation of climate change and 
adaptation to this change 

2b 45 1.2.1

Measures and practices for regeneration, restoration and 
rehabilitation of degraded lands 2c 45 1.2.1

Science and policy interface and knowledge sharing 3 46
Review of the science-policy interface and its performance 3a 46 1.1.1
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contribute towards achieving land degradation neutrality? 5d 107 1.3.8

Programme and budget 6
Programme and budget for the biennium 2018-2019 6a 65 1.3.5
Financial performance for the Convention trust funds 6b 68 1.3.5
Reports from the Evaluation Office 6c 69 N/A
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1.1 Thirteenth session of the CST (CST13)
The Strategic plan and framework (2008-2018) adopted COP811 to reinforce the 
implementation of the UNCCD provides for the CST to become an international 
knowledge crossroads on desertification by compiling all the scientific, technical 
and socio-economic information available on the causes and effects of land degra-
dation. The CST will also have the tools to contribute to the actions of advocacy, 
awareness-raising and education, thereby influencing the local national and inter-
national mechanisms and players.

The ninth session of the COP reshaped the operation of the Committee on 
Science and Technology (CST) to match the requirements of the Strategic plan 
and framework of the Convention and fulfil its mandate in accordance with  
its provisions2. Since then, three CST intersession meetings3 have been held in 
 the form of scientific conferences4 on predominantly scientific themes defined by 
the Parties. The experience acquired and the lessons retained from the scientific 
conference results and the recommendations of the ad hoc5 working group set up 
by the COP were discussed during COP10, which debated the possible options6 
for organising scientific consultation services, without reaching an agreement. 
COP11 reconsidered the point on “Measures to allow the Convention to become 

1. Decision 3/COP8
2. Decision 16/COP9
3. CST S-2, CST S-3 and CST S-4
4. 1st Scientific Conference, 22-25 September 2009, Buenos Aires, Argentina – “Bio-physical 

and socio-economic monitoring and assessment of desertification and land degradation, 
to support decision-making in land and water management sustainable”.

 2nd Scientific Conference, 9-12 April 2013, Bonn, Germany – “Economic assessment 
of desertification, sustainable land management and resilience of arid, semi-arid and 
dry sub-humid areas”
3rd Scientific Conference, 9-12 March 2015, Cancun, Mexico – “Combating deserti-
fication, land degradation and drought (DLDD) for poverty reduction and sustainable 
development: the contribution of science, technology, traditional knowledge and practices”

5. AGSA, a special working group responsible for examining, at a later stage, the foreseeable 
options to provide scientific advice on the issues of desertification, land degradation and 
drought..

6. ICCD/COP(10)/CST/6

Part 1. 
Session agenda items
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an authority on a global scale within the field of scientific and technical knowledge 
on desertification, land degradation and the mitigation of the impacts of drought” 
and created, for this purpose, the science-policy interface7 with the objective of 
encouraging two-way dialogue between scientists and policy-makers and providing 
CST with the scientific information required to back up the decision-making.

The SPI is invited to report at each CST session on the activities it implements 
under the bi-annual work plan assigned to it by the COP, after approval by the 
CST.

The SPI has already executed two work plans, 2013-2015 and 2016-2017. 
The outcome of this work can be accessed through the Convention’s knowledge 
hub8.

The CST13 will therefore be asked to consider the results of the SPI work 
during 2015-2016 and to assess its operation since its inception to make decisions 
on its future activities.

1.1.1 Issues resulting from the work programme  
of the Science-Policy Interface for the biennium 
2016-2017.

The CST13 will review the results of work of the Science-Policy Interface (SPI) as 
decided by the twelfth session of the COP (SPI work plan, annexed to Decision  
21/COP12). This programme involves three goals and four coordination activities. 
The CST13 will be required to consider the corresponding documents (ICCD/
COP(13)/CST/2, ICCD/COP(13)/CST/3, ICCD/COP(13) and ICCD/COP(13)/
CST/5).

The first goal of the SPI work programme relates to the practical implementation 
of the voluntary target on land degradation neutrality (LDN). Document ICCD/
COP(13)/CST/2 sets out the scientific conceptual framework prepared by the  
SPI which provides a scientific basis for understanding, implementation and  
LDN monitoring and thus creates a bridge between the LDN vision and practical 
implementation, by defining it in operational terms.

The second objective of the SPI work programme relates to the synergies that 
SLM practices can offer to tackle DLDD, to mitigate climate change and to adapt 
to these changes. The report prepared by the SPI on this goal is outlined in Secretariat 
document ICCD/COP(13)/CST/3. In its report, the SPI identifies the scientific 
proof of the significant contribution for the SLM in combating DLDD, in the 
mitigation of and adaptation to climate change and achieving several SDG. The 
SLM contributes directly to the implementation of SDG 15 regarding life on 
earth, which emphasises the achievement of the LDN by introducing practices for 
land management which avoid land degradation and promote the maintenance 

7. Decision 23/COP11
8. http://knowledge.unccd.int/home/science-policy-interface

http://knowledge.unccd.int/home/science-policy-interface
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and/or improvement of land productivity. By improving food security and other 
means of subsistence and by increasing land and population resilience, the SLM 
also contributes to achieving SDG 2 (zero famine), SDG 3 (good health and  
well-being) as well as SDG 1 (no poverty). Indirectly, the SLM contributes to 
achieving SDG 6 (clean water and sanitary facilities) thanks to its contribution  
to sustainable water management. The SLM has also great potential for making  
a contribution to the actions for climate change adaptation and mitigating as 
defined by SDG 13 (climate action).

The SPI report provides, based on these facts, general scientific guidelines for 
countries to guide them in drafting their SLM strategy in order to optimise synergies 
and possible compromises using the SLM and to determine the most effective 
means to select and to implement on a grand scale the specific SLM practices to a 
region. The report identifies also the obstacles to large-scale implementation and 
provides recommendations on how to overcome them by creating an environment 
suitable for SLM and by carrying out cross-disciplinary assessments on local and 
regional scales. The recommendations aim to strengthen the capabilities of the 
Parties to achieve their LDN goals and mitigate and adapt to climate change as well 
as offering other advantages.

The third and final goal of the SPI work programme relates to the measures 
and specific practices in terms of regeneration, restoration and the reinstatement 
of degraded lands.

The secretariat has prepared document ICCD/COP(13)/CST/4 which  
summarises the activities carried out by the SPI to achieve this goal. With the  
support of the Secretariat, the SPI has commenced cooperation with the UNEP 
International Resource Panel (IRP) to help in drafting the Panel’s planned report 
on land restoration, ecosystem resilience and their contribution to eliminating 
poverty. This cooperation with the Panel will ensure the synergies and limit the 
costs relating to objective 3 of the SPI work programme.

The CST13 will be invited to consider the advantage of this cooperation of 
the SPI with the IRP with the view to drafting a report on land restoration,  
ecosystem resilience and their contribution in eliminating poverty and to define 
practical options on the issue, including soil restoration contributing to land  
degradation neutrality within the context of the SDG.

1.1.2 Science and Policy Interface  
and knowledge sharing

a. Review of the Science-Policy Interface and its performance

The SPI, comprising twenty members and three observers, was created by  
Decision 23/COP11. The objectives of the SPI are to facilitate a two-way dialogue 
between science and policy and to ensure the dissemination of information, 
knowledge and advice on the DLDD, to all interested parties.
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The CST13, by Decision 23/COP12, should concentrate, amongst other 
things, on the review of the work carried out by the SPI during the biennium 
2016-2017 and its achievements since its creation in order to decide it future role.

Document ICCD/COP(13)/CST/6, drafted by the Secretariat, contains the 
findings of the external review it commissioned to ensure that CST13 has the 
information necessary to asses the findings of the SPI activities. The external 
review was carried out between January and May 2017. It concludes that the SPI 
fulfilled all the objectives of its work programme and coordination activities, 
despite some activities being paid more attention than others and that certain 
development activities of new collaboration partners took a great deal of time even 
when the partners showed themselves to be enthusiastic and committed.

According to the external review, the actual size of the SPI seems appropriate 
to respond to its expectations, taking into account the level of financial support 
that was progressively mobilised, deemed to be overall sufficient. The need for greater 
visibility and transparency on the resources available was, however, noted. The 
number of face-to-face meetings was considered insufficient and the solid, effective 
support provided by the Secretariat throughout the process was appreciatged.

The external review made eight recommendations about the SPI and CST13 
will be asked to discussion this in order make a recommendation to COP13.

b. Programme of the Science-Policy Interface  
for the biennium 2018-2019

In accordance with its mandate set out by Decision 23/COP11, the SPI 2018-2019 
working programme includes two aspects: the objectives and coordination activities. 
The objectives focus on specific subjects, whilst the coordination activities relate to 
co-operation with the processes and external bodies. Document ICCD/COP(13)/
CST/7 details these objectives and coordination activities and provides information 
on the corresponding budgets.

The SPI work programme for the biennium 2018-2019 includes two objectives 
and six coordination activities.

c. Promotion of the analysis, dissemination and accessibility  
of best practices and the Convention’s knowledge hub.

One of the main CCD objectives laid down by the Strategic plan and framework 
(2008-2018) is to become a world authority on scientific and technical knowledge 
about desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD).

To achieve this objective, the Conference of the Parties9 entrusted the CST to 
create and run, in partnership with relevant institutions, knowledge-management 
systems aiming to improve the brokering of scientific and technical information 
from and to institutions, Parties and end users. This mandate led to the setting up 

9. Decision 3/COP8



5

Guide to the negotiations – UNCCD (COP13) – OIF/IFDD, 2017

of the Scientific Knowledge Brokering Portal; a pilot project was launched in 2014 
and was named the Convention’s knowledge hub in 201610. The knowledge hub11 
is intended to be the main platform for stakeholders in the Convention in the field 
of scientific knowledge, by providing easy access to multi-format information 
from a variety of sources (news, publications, roster of independent experts, results 
of SPI work: information, knowledge, advice, etc.).

The Convention’s new website, launched in 2016, has been designed to operate 
in association with the knowledge hub to provide stakeholders with easy access to 
the relevant information.

In addition, and to incorporate best practices in the Convention’s knowledge 
hub, the World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT) 
has been chosen12 as main recommended database to provide best practices relating 
to the “technologies for sustainable land management and adaptation”.

The Secretariat has prepared document ICCD/COP(13)/CST/8 to report on its 
activities to continue with the development of the Scientific Knowledge Brokering 
Portal in cooperation with its various partners. These activities relate also to the 
interoperability of information dissemination systems under the development of 
the global knowledge management infrastructure within the Secretariat, including 
the PRAIS platform13 and the knowledge hub and the incorporation of rosters of 
independent experts into the hub14.

CST13 will review this document and its information to determine the  
progress achieved in the dissemination of best practices and the development of 
the Convention’s knowledge hub, and to formulate recommendations it deems fit 
to COP13.

1.2 Sixteenth session of the CRIC (CRIC16)
The Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) 
is, just like the CST, a subsidiary body of the Convention set up by Decision 1/
COP515 following discussions on the best way of reviewing the implementation of 
the Convention. The ninth session of the COP confirmed and reinforced the 
CRIC mandate with respect to the provisions of the Strategic plan and framework 
(2008-2018) of the Convention and established it as a permanent subsidiary body16. 
The CRIC functions were expanded even further by COP1117. Decision 11/COP9 

10. Decisions 21/COP10 – 24/COP11 and 20/COP12
11. Accessible through the following link: http://knowledge.unccd.int
12. Decision 20/COP12
13. Decision 17/COP11
14. Decision 22/COP12
15. see document ICCD/COP(5)/11/Add.1 for further details.
16. Decision 11/COP9
17. Decision 18/COP11

http://knowledge.unccd.int
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also stated that the COP, at its fourteenth session at the latest (2019), review the 
CRIC mandate, operation and meeting timetable, the need and modalities of the 
CRIC as a subsidiary body, and modify it as necessary,

Thus and insofar as the COP13 is called on to approve a new strategic frame-
work for the period 2018-2030, the CRIC bureau has deemed it useful to include 
a review of the CRIC in its sixteenth session.

1.2.1 Effective implementation of the Convention  
on national, sub-regional and regional levels

The first part of the 16th session of the CRIC will be dedicated to studying the 
CRIC15 report, as included in the ICCD/CRIC(15)/7 document, in order to 
draw conclusions and recommendations for the Parties.

In accordance with Decision 11/COP9, in addition to being requested to 
analyse the multi-year plans of the UNCCD institutions, CRIC will subsequently 
study the Convention’s overall plan and will be called upon to formulate a draft 
decision for the COP. The multi-year work plan can be found in documents 
ICCD/COP(13)/8 and ICCD/CRIC(16)/2 which are introduced in the section 
of this Summary that is dedicated to the COP13 (see Section 1.3).

The results from institutions and subsidiary bodies of the Convention must 
be reviewed by the CRIC in accordance with Decisions 11/COP9 and 1/COP10. 
The document drafted by the Secretariat on this topic, ICCD/CRIC(16)/3, comprises 
a study of the achievements relating to each of the operational objectives for the 
2016-2017 period. Here can be assessed the progress made by the Secretariat and 
the GM to achieve each result.

With regard to the incorporation of sustainable development goal 15 and 
connected target 15.3, “combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, 
including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve 
a land degradation-neutral world”, and as part of the Convention’s application in 
combating desertification, the document ICCD/COP(13)/2 presents the activities 
that have been implemented by the Secretariat and the Global Mechanism to help 
countries incorporate sustainable development goal 15 and connected target 15.3 
as part of the Convention’s application. This involves especially the programme for 
fixing LDN objectives set up by the GM, in conjunction with the Secretariat, to 
support the Parties in setting targets and determining the measures necessary to 
achieve land degradation neutrality. The programme has led to brochures and 
modules being developed from scientific advice provided by the SPI and feedback 
from countries. It has given the Parties reference data for monitoring LDN involving 
the three indicators from the LDN monitoring framework and organised capacity- 
building workshops. The programme has also monitored the inclusion of the gender 
perspective in the modalities for fixing LDN targets and their implementation.
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The review of progress made in terms of finding the UNCCD can be found 
in document ICCD/CRIC(16)/4, in which are noted the new financial prospects 
available through the setting up of the Fund for Land Degradation Neutrality and 
growing interest from the Green Climate Fund, and the ongoing preparation process 
for the next GEF resource replenishment.

For CRIC16, the issue of relationships with financial mechanisms for addi-
tional investments will fall to the GEF, which has produced a report on funding 
strategies, programmes and projects relating to desertification, as required by the 
memorandum of understanding adopted by Decision 6/COP7 (document ICCD/
CRIC(16)/4). It is on the basis of this report that the CRIC will be called upon to 
draft a recommendation proposal at COP13.

1.2.2 The process of presenting and reviewing reports 
under the Convention, considering the incorporation 
of sustainable development goals and targets as 
part of the Convention’s application

Document ICCD/CRIC(16)/5 was created in response to Decisions 7/COP12 
and 15/COP12, in which the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification was invited to alter the report presentation procedures, 
with help from the Global Mechanism, with the aim of improving the efficiency 
of the Convention and the monitoring framework. It presents all the relevant 
information on the future report presentation procedures under the Convention, 
as well as the report presentation schedule for 2017-2018.

Remember that the report presentation procedure is based on the Convention’s 
new strategic framework (2018-2030) and that the next cycle will be launched 
immediately following the closure of the thirteenth session of the Conference  
of the Parties. Document ICCD/CRIC(16)/INF.1 provides information on the  
presentation of future reports.

If the strategic framework is adopted, the Parties will be asked to provide infor-
mation on five strategic objectives and an implementation framework comprising 
three parts. The strategic objectives will be monitored by agreed progress indicators, 
while the implementation framework offers Parties the opportunity to report on 
implementation policies, programmes and practices on a national, sub-regional 
and regional scale, using qualitative data.

The PRAIS portal will be upgraded so that the Parties can prepare and submit 
their report using agreed templates. The new PRAIS 3 version is scheduled to go 
online in November 2017 (see Figure 3: timetable for next reporting cycle).

As during previous financial years, the Secretariat and the GM have developed 
a second global support programme (GSP II) with the UNEP and GEF to provide 
necessary technical support to the Parties that meet the required conditions for 
enabling activity funding on behalf of the GEF.
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1.3 Thirteenth session of the COP (COP13)
The Parties will touch on several subjects during this thirteenth conference in order 
to continue the implementation of the UNCCD. This section offers a description 
of the main themes that revolve around three subjects included on the COP work 
programme. Firstly, it is a question of incorporating the sustainable development 
goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in September 
2015, into the implementation of the UNCCD. Discussions that were started at 
COP12 will continue on this subject, in particular through the Parties voluntarily 
setting LDN targets and the Convention’s new strategic framework.

The second point relates to the progress made in implementing the Convention 
nationally, sub-regionally and regionally, and will mainly concern the new reporting 
cycle and the changes proposed by the CRIC, while the third subject concerns 
how to establish links between scientific expertise and decision-making procedures, 
which will be approached through the CST13 and recommendation propositions 
submitted to the relative COP, in particular to the SPI work programme.

1.3.1 2030 sustainable development programme:  
implications for the United Nations Convention  
to Combat Desertification

a. Incorporation of SDG 15 and target 15.3 in the implementation 
of the UNCCD

Through Decision 3/COP12, the COP has asked the UNCCD “as the lead organ-
isation for desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD)” to take the 
initiative in seeking any and all cooperation required to achieve target 15.3 of the 
SDGs, by providing “guidance for formulating national LDN targets and initiatives”; 
and to facilitate “the use of the UNCCD indicator framework as a contribution to 
the monitoring, evaluation and communication of progress towards the national 
LDN targets”.

Therefore, target 15.3 of the SDGs has become a key element for the imple-
mentation of the UNCCD, while contributing to the implementation of other 
SDGs at the same time.

The UNCCD secretariat has drafted the document ICCD/COP(13)/2, which 
reports the efforts made to advise countries on formulating their LDN objectives and 
on incorporating SDG 15 and target 15.3 into the Convention’s implementation.

This report presents five stages, which are considered to be essential for fully 
integrating the above. They are:

• Defining Land Degradation Neutrality targets
• Identifying the opportunities and leverage LDN could bring
• Establishing partnerships and mobilising resources
• Launching ambitious, transformative actions with numerous benefits
• Monitoring and evaluating to predict advances and progress made in terms 

of LDN.
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Figure 1. The five integration elements

In order to continue the efforts started by the incorporation of SDG 15 and 
target 15.3 into the implementation of the convention, COP13 should rule on 
two points from document ICCD/COP(13)/2.

• The first point goes back to the importance that all Parties get involved in the 
LDN target setting programme and use LDN as a catalyst for consistency 
on a national level between all stakeholders in order to achieve LDN and the 
SDGs.

• The second point deals with the need to continue cooperative efforts, both 
with international and regional organisations and with the Rio Conventions, 
in order to provide countries with scientific and technical support for the 
implementation of LDN processes.

b. The Convention’s strategic framework (2018-2030)

Through Decision 3/COP8, the Parties in the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) adopted a strategic framework aiming to 
strengthen the implementation of the Convention (2008-2018) (the Strategy). 
The Strategy contained two sets of goals (strategic and operational), which have 
guided the actions of all the Convention’s participants and partners in recent years.
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As the Strategy expires in 2018, the 12th session of the COP created, through 
Decision 7/COP12, an intergovernmental working group on the future strategic 
framework of the Convention (IWG-FSF), whose mandate is to evaluate the current 
ten-year strategic framework and consider the options for a future strategic approach 
for the Convention. The IWG-FSF presented their initial conclusions at the fifteenth 
session of the Committee for the review of the implementation of the Convention, 
held in October 2016 in Nairobi.

COP13 will have to review document ICCD/COP(13)/3, which contains a 
report of the meetings organised by the IWG-FSF during 201618, report the 
dimensions of the project the IWG-FSF submitted to the CRIC15 that the Parties 
made and submit a future proposed strategic framework “The UNCCD strategic 
framework 2018-2030”, updated using comments from the Parties.

The updated proposed strategic framework, as appears in the annex of document 
ICCD/COP13/3, comprises five main sections: an introduction, a vision, strategic 
objectives and their expected impacts, an implementation framework that defines 
the roles of various institutions and partners on different levels, and a section that 
specifies how to monitor, evaluate and report on the framework, including the 
proposal of a set of indicators for each of the strategic objectives.

During CRIC15, the Parties highlighted the importance of dealing with 
problems linked to drought and making drought an integral part of implementation 
efforts as part of the future strategic direction of the Convention. In view of the 
Parties’ specific comments on drought issues, as are reflected in the final report of 
the session (ICCD/CRIC(15)/7), the IWG-FSF reached a consensus, during their 
third meeting, to propose a new strategic objective on this subject and to include 
it in the strategy plan. However, due to time constraints and the need to continue 
technical consultations on this issue, the IWG-FSF has decided to review the wording 
of this strategic objective and to finalise the strategy plan during an extraordinary 
meeting that will take place on 5 September 2017, before the start of COP13.

The proposed strategy constitutes a text agreed by the IWG-FSF, apart from 
the concrete wording of the strategic objective regarding drought. It is envisaged 
that after the general discussions during the plenary session, the proposed strategy 
will be passed on to a contact group for a final reading before being submitted to 
the COP13 for consideration and possible adoption.

18. Three meetings, of which two were in Bonn, Germany, 6-8 April and 26-27 April 
2016 and one was in Nairobi on 21 and 22 October 2016, following CRIC15.
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Figure 2. UNCCD Strategic Framework 2018-2030

Vision:  A future that avoids, minimizes, and reverses desertification/land degradation and 
mitigates the effects of drought in affected areas at all levels and strive to achieve 
a land degradation-neutral world consistent with the 2030 Agenda and the general 
framework of the UNCCD.

Strategic objectives Indicators

SO 1:  To improve the condition of affected 
ecosystems, combat desertification/
land degradation, promote sustainable 
land management and contribute to 
land degradation neutrality

SO 1.1:  Trends in land cover
SO 1.2:   Trends in land productivity or functioning 

of the land
SO 1.3:  Trends in carbon stocks above and below 

ground

Expected impact 1.1:  land productivity and related ecosystems services are maintained or enhanced
Expected impact 1.2:  The vulnerability of affected ecosystems is reduced and the resilience of 

ecosystems is increased
Expected impact 1.3:  National voluntary land degradation neutrality targets are set and adopted  

by countries wishing to do so, measures are identified and implemented  
to achieve these targets, and necessary monitoring systems are established 

Expected impact 1.4:  measures for sustainable land management and the combating of desertification/
land degradation are shared, promoted and implemented

SO 2:  To improve the living conditions  
of affected populations

SO 2.1:  Trends in population living below  
the relative poverty line and/or  
income inequality in affected areas

SO 2.2:  Trends in access to safe drinking water  
in affected areas 

Expected impact 2.1:  Food security and access to water for people living in affected areas is improved
Expected impact 2.2:  The livelihoods of people in affected areas are improved and diversified
Expected impact 2.3:  local people, especially women and youth, are empowered and participate  

in decision-making processes in combating DLDD
Expected impact 2.4:  migration forced by desertification and land degradation is substantially reduced.

SO. 3:  To generate global environmental 
benefits through effective  
implementation of the UNCCD

SO 3.1:  Trends in carbon stocks above  
and below ground

SO 3.2:  Trends in abundance and distribution 
of selected species

Expected impact 3.1:  Sustainable land management and combating desertification/land degradation 
contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and the fight 
against climate change

Expected impact 3.2:  synergies with other multilateral environmental agreements are enhanced

SO. 4:  To mobilize financial and  
non-financial resources to support  
the implementation of the Convention 
by building effective partnerships at 
global and national level

SO 4.1:  Trends in international bilateral official 
development assistance

SO 4.2:  Trends in domestic public resources
SO 4.3:  Trends in number of co-financing partners
SO 4.4:  Resources mobilized from innovative 

sources of finance, including from the 
private sector
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Strategic objectives Indicators
Expected impact 4.1:  Public and private financial resources are further mobilized, in particular  

n a national level, and made available to affected country Parties
Expected impact 4.2:  International support is provided for implementing effective and targeted 

capacity-building activities in affected country Parties to support the 
implementation of the Convention, including through North–South,  
South–South and triangular cooperation

Expected impact 4.3:  Extensive efforts are implemented to promote technology transfer, especially  
on favourable terms and including on concessional and preferential terms,  
as mutually agreed, and to mobilize other non-financial resources

SO (…):  To mitigate and manage the effects 
of drought, enhance the resilience 
of ecosystems and the preparedness 
of affected populations, and 
improve response and recovery 
capabilities

Expected impact X1:  The impact of drought is reduced, including through sustainable land and water 
management

Expected impact X2:  The livelihoods of people in affected areas are improved and diversified

1.3.2 Implementation of the global communications 
strategy and the United Nations Decade for  
Deserts and the Fight against Desertification 
(2010-2020)

The UNCCD global communications strategy was developed under Decision 3/
COP8. This global communications strategy was given a new lease of life when the 
United Nations General Assembly adopted SDG 15 and called for land degradation 
neutrality. The Secretariat has reported on the progress of this strategy’s implemen-
tation and on the implementation of Decision 7/COP11 relating to the United 
Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification. Both these 
reports can be found in document ICCD/COP(13)/4.

The report notes that the adoption of the Convention’s new strategic frame-
work, which will replace the 2008-2018 strategic framework, will need to define a 
new communications strategy. To this end, the results of the independent evaluation 
carried out by the secretariat are important indicators for the development of the 
Convention’s future approaches in terms of communications. Some of the main 
recommendations that came out of the evaluation have already been implemented, 
including the redesign of the Convention’s website and visual identity. A significant 
recommendation regarding communication activities for the next period is that of 
redefining communications with a core message that clearly defines the Convention, 
supported by a small number of secondary messages focused on specific themes.

The core message will be devised to support the implementation of the  
Convention’s future strategic framework, as described in document ICCD/
COP(13)/3. Furthermore, as recommended in the evaluation report, the work 
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plans regarding communications will be based on long-term strategic issues and 
not on one-off events. The Convention’s main communication products, including 
the Global Land Outlook( Report on the future of land worldwide), could be 
optimised on a strategic communications platform. It will also be important to 
ensure that the Convention continues to be seen as focused on populations and on 
meeting their expectations through sustainable land management.

1.3.3 Effective implementation of the Convention  
nationally, sub-regionally and regionally

By reviewing the CRIC15 report and the recommendations formulated for the 
Conference of the Parties, the COP13 will look closely at the mandate of the 
Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention as part of  
the additional procedures or institutional mechanisms designed to help the  
Conference of the Parties regularly review the implementation of the Convention.

In fact, Decision 11/COP9, which defines the CRIC mandate, predicts that 
it will be reviewed by COP14 in 2019 at the latest. However, as the COP is likely 
to adopt a new strategic framework for the Convention at its thirteenth session, 
the Bureau has decided to include the review of the CRIC mandate on the agenda 
for COP13.

On the basis of discussions that have already taken place between the Parties 
at previous sessions of the CRIC, the amended CRIC mandate, which appears  
in the annex of document ICCD/COP(13)/5, proposes a few changes, including 
one concerning the frequency of reports. The amendments and changes made are 
proposed in order to streamline and simplify the mandate without changing the focus 
of the review or the terms under which the CRIC must review information conveyed 
by the Parties. So, certain sections, including the one entitled “Composition”, 
which explains the composition of the Committee and the rules on electing the 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons, and the sections relating to the – and transpar-
ency of works and the nature of the review and the methodology remain unaltered.

With regard to the reports, a return to only having Parties participating in the 
review has been suggested. Intergovernmental organisations, United Nations bodies 
and other possible participants will from this point forward be invited to pass on 
their experience of implementation to the Parties directly, during CRIC sessions on 
specific topics agreed by their Bureau.

During the last three CRIC sessions, the Parties have debated the frequency 
of reports. The current mandate (Decision 11/COP9) works on a distinction 
between reports on progress indicators (every four years) and reports on results 
indicators (every two years). The Parties agree on the fact that progress indicators 
cannot be the subject of reports too frequently, as this would make the biophysical 
indicator trends undetectable and would impose too great a burden on them in 
terms of preparing reports. As such, it is suggested to set a standardised period of 
four years for the presentation of reports under the Convention, except that 
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descriptive information conveyed in the reports would fuel dialogue sessions and 
could be updated, if necessary, for the purpose of the session and dialogue sessions, 
which would also include contributions and reactions from intergovernmental 
organisations, United Nations bodies and the GEF.

Figure 3. Schedule for the next reporting cycle
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Decision 9/COP12 requested a review and evaluation of the progress accom-
plished by the Convention Secretariat in promoting and strengthening relationships 
with other relevant conventions and appropriate international organisations,  
institutions and bodies. The document ICCD/COP(13)/2 presents an overview  
of activities conducted for this purpose and their results, as well as the report on 
partnerships dedicated to land degradation neutrality coordinated by the Global 
Mechanism.

The document ICCD/COP(13)/6 reports on various initiatives undertaken 
with: i) the other Rio conventions and the Global Environment Fund, in order  
to identify common indicators and indicator 15.3.1 relating to the sustainable 
development goals, as well as developing other synergies in the process of reporting 
and capacity building; ii) other United Nations bodies on issues related to, among 
others, food safety, climate change, land degradation and restoration, forests, gender 
equality, drought, sand/dust storms and migration; iii) other international organ-
isations and institutions.

The document also presents recommendations relating to future work to be 
carried out to promote and strengthen new relationships and those that are already 
established by encouraging those who help countries implement the Convention. 
By adopting the SDGs, particularly SDG 15, the countries have demonstrated  
a conscious choice regarding sustainable land management in improving living 
conditions for populations. This makes it necessary to establish strong partnerships 
with the organisations concerned about issues such as economic growth, biodiversity 
preservation, sustainable agriculture and food safety, the eradication of poverty, 
the empowerment of women and gender equality, migration and security, sand/
dust storms and improving the quality and availability of water resources, including 
the mitigation of the effects of drought.

Promoting and strengthening relationships with  
the relevant international conventions, organisations, 
institutions and agencies
Collaboration between the UNCCD and other multilateral environmental agree-
ments has always been considered an issue of great importance. The UNCCD’s 
final text points out under article 8: “The Parties shall encourage the coordination 
of activities carried out under this Convention and, if they are Parties to them, 
under other relevant international agreements, particularly the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, in order to derive maximum benefit from activities under each agreement 
while avoiding duplication of effort”. Through Decision 9/COP12, the COP called 
for an evaluation of the UNCCD secretariat’s relationships with other international 
conventions and international organisations, institutions and agencies.

The UNCCD secretariat has, therefore, continued its numerous efforts towards 
many partners, be they scientific, technical or financial, in order to promote the 
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synergy of measures for combating desertification, adapting to and mitigating climate 
change, and preserving biological diversity, and to meet the Sustainable Development 
Goals.

These efforts are presented in document ICCD/COP(13)/6 and concern 
multiple areas of UNCCD activity. The collaborations that result from it must, in 
time, be decisive in order to be able to create effective transformative projects on 
an appropriate scale and with long-term financing to enable us to respond to the 
challenges posed by land degradation, the loss of biodiversity, and climate change, 
as expected by Decision 3/COP12.

The main synergies that the secretariat is involved in are:
Strengthening relationships with the Rio Conventions and the Multilateral 

Environmental agreements through the establishment of a standing working group 
at the Joint Liaison Group (JLG) of the 3 Rio conventions, to better grasp the 
issues relating to the 3 conventions (publications, reports, evaluations, etc.) and in 
preparation for different Conferences of the Parties.

With the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) and the IPBES 
(Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services) 
as part of their upcoming respective evaluations regarding land degradation, resto-
ration and links to climate change.

SDG target 15.3 and measuring and monitoring the associated indicator, 
jointly organised with the CBD, the FAO, and the World Bank and the GEF, 
from an initial meeting of international experts in February 2016 regarding the 
definition of the indicator for target 15.3, and the establishment of an inter-agency 
working group (CBD, UNCCD, UNEP, FAO, UNSD) in order to coordinate 
consideration of this indicator and monitor work carried out by an international 
team on this topic.

Early warning systems for catastrophes including the co-publication, with 
UNEP and WMO, of a global evaluation on dust and sand storms19 (Global 
Assessment of Sand and Dust Storms) and regular collaborations with the WMO, 
including participation in the steering committee of the WMO SDS-WAS20  
programme.

The gender dimension including activities with the secretariats of the Climate 
and Biodiversity convention and also the GEF and the UNEP and the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN 
Women), in particular several capacity-building actions and mobilisation of their 
expertise.

19. http://catalogue.unccd.int/765_Global_assessment_sand_dust_storms_2016.pdf
20. Sand and Dust Storm Warning Advisory and Assessment System

http://catalogue.unccd.int/765_Global_assessment_sand_dust_storms_2016.pdf
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Migration with the International Organisation for Migration, with support 
from the Secretariat on the publication of the Atlas of Environmental Migration 
in 2016 and supporting the IOM in promoting and operationalizing the 3S  
initiative, which has the goal of establishing Sustainability, Stability and Security 
in Africa.

In conclusion, the secretariat puts forward several strengthening points for 
partnerships with international and regional partners. Furthermore, this affects 
broad partnerships and collaborations in order to help the countries measure and 
monitor indicator 15.3.1 of the SDGs (access to data, standardisation, measurement 
methodology, etc.), to better incorporate the gender dimension in the UNCCD’s 
activities, and to establish early warning systems for drought and other catastrophes 
(technical vulnerability guide, mitigation measures, etc.)

Additional investment and relationships with financial mechanisms
Through Decision 9/COP1, the COP added this point to the agenda of all sessions, 
in order to review resources put in place by multilateral development organisations 
and agencies for funding the implementation of the Convention and, in particular, 
the GEF report on its activities. The GEF report is available in ICCD/CRIC(16)/4 
and document ICCD/COP(13)/18 constitutes the note written by the Secretariat 
on this subject.

1.3.4 The establishment of links between scientific 
knowledge and the decision process: review  
of the Committee on Science and Technology’s 
report and of the recommendations to the  
Conference of the Parties

The reader will refer to this subject in the section of this guide relating to CST13. 

1.3.5 Multi-year workplan
The current section constitutes a summary and reminder of the information contained 
in the documents drafted by the secretariat on the Programme and budget for the 
biennium (2018-2019) (document ICCD/COP(13)/7). The proposed budget 
should be considered together with the comprehensive multi-year workplan for 
the Convention (2018–2021) and the two-year costed work programme for the 
Convention (2018–2019), which are presented in document ICCD/COP(13)/8-
ICCD/CRIC(16)/2. This budget document should be read in conjunction with 
the information on financial and programme performance for the biennium 
2016–2017 contained in documents ICCD/COP(13)/9 and ICCD/CRIC(16)/3.

In order to avoid repetition, only the major points are outlined here, and no 
figures will be repeated. Decision 3/COP8, regarding the UNCCD Strategy, asked 
the Secretariat, the GM, the CST and the CRIC to devise four-year work plans 
and two-year costed programmes.
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Multi-year workplan and two-year costed programme

This is the plan for 2018-2021. The workplan draws on the Convention’s new 
strategic framework (2018-2030), as it was written by the Intergovernmental 
working group during their meetings in 2015. It is presented in the form of a brief 
quadrennial results framework, highlighting ambitious substantive objectives and 
constitutes the Secretariat’s and Global Mechanism’s contribution to the realisation 
of goals targeted by the proposed strategic framework.

The two-year costed work programme concerns 2018-2019, and originates 
from the results framework. It outlines a concrete work proposition that it agrees 
to complete successfully during the next biennium in order to meet the goals of 
the results framework. It is based on the units of the Secretariat and the priority 
sectors of the Global Mechanism. It is far more detailed that the multi-year plan 
and focuses on the resources required by the secretariat and the GM.

For the biennium 2018-2019, and in terms of human resources, the secretariat 
and GM will maintain, overall, the same commitments linked to 45 positions. 
Furthermore, the Secretariat has announced the merging of two units: the Knowledge 
management, science and technology unit with the Facilitation of monitoring and 
implementation unit to form the Science, technology and implementation unit. 
So the Secretariat is structured in four units: executive direction and management; 
external relations, policy and advocacy; science, technology and implementation; 
and administrative services.

The Executive Direction and Management Unit (EDM) coordinates the 
activities of the secretariat and the CCD bodies. The liaison office in New York, 
which forms part of the EDM unit, guarantees the representation of the CCD 
alongside the United Nations and interest groups. It ensures that issues relating to 
the Convention are visible in United Nations bodies and during instances and 
events that assume great political significance, including the General Assembly, the 
Security Council and the High-Level Political Forum for Sustainable Development. 
In 2018, SDG 15 on land ecosystems will be one of the SDG to which the High-Level 
Political Forum for Sustainable Development will be paying particular attention, 
and this constitutes an opportunity to enhance the visibility of the Convention’s 
efforts in the implementation of this objective.

The External Relations, Policy and Advocacy Unit (ERPA) helps put the 
issue of land and drought on the agenda of key programmes and circulates strategic 
information on the Convention in order to enhance the participation of essential 
participating parties and partners. By highlighting the important role that is played 
by sustainable land and water resource management, as a catalyst for the fulfilment 
of the SDGs and as a way of strengthening ecosystem and population resilience, 
the ERPA programme offers help and communication tools likely to encourage 
efficient decision-making and to accelerate the implementation of the Convention.

For the next biennium, the ERPA will have the task of expressing the implications 
of the sustainable development goals from after 2015 and possible measures the 
UNCCD and its Parties can take for commitment to the climate. Furthermore,  



19

Guide to the negotiations – UNCCD (COP13) – OIF/IFDD, 2017

it will claim that desertification and drought are risk-factors, and that sustainable 
land management has a stabilising effect. It comprises a communications and aid 
budget with the participation of the civil society.

The Science, Technology and Implementation (STI) unit has the objectives, 
during 2016-2017, of improving scientific understanding and collaboration on land 
degradation neutrality, of supporting affected Party countries, and of facilitating 
access to scientific knowledge and best practices. The STI will continue to provide 
priority support to the work of SPI and support in organising the meetings of the 
Bureau and the CST. It prepares meetings of the CRIC board and helps to organised 
and hold CRIC sessions.

During biennium 2018-2019, the STI is charged with supporting Parties in 
the 2017-2018 report presentation process and will also guarantee to support the 
capacity-building efforts rolled out on a national level.

Its activities relating to knowledge management will be focused, as a priority, 
on the WOCAT platform, the Convention’s knowledge hub and the independent 
expert file, as well as the information and knowledge management project.

The Regional Coordination Units (RCU) replace the SAT unit. They continue 
to support specific regions. In particular, RCU Africa provides support to the 3S 
and AAA initiatives, and provides support to the African initiative that, since the 
Regional drought conference held in August 2016 in Namibia, focuses on national 
policy relating to drought likely to increase awareness of drought in development 
policies, in particular through early warning systems.

The necessary GM resources are divided equally into sub-categories, which 
concern three key areas of focus:

• Strategic partnerships and resource mobilisation;
• Innovative funding methods;
• Implementation support on a national level.

The operations of the GM will be focused on these three areas in order to 
consolidate and operationalize the LDN fund and develop innovative financing 
methods that can be added to existing schemes at the project design stage to support 
countries with creating promising transformative projects and accessing necessary 
funding.

The GM continues to support the LDN target-setting process, which will, on 
2018-2019, be linked to the report preparation process under the Convention in 
2018.

Programme and Budget

The core budget and scale of Party contribution are determined by the COP. For 
the biennium 2018-2019, the indicative allocation scale is established according 
to resolution 70/245 adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on  
23 December 2015 during its 70th Session.
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Five special trust funds contribute to the Convention’s activities:
• Trust Fund for the Core Budget of the CCD;
• Trust Fund for Participation of Representatives of Eligible Parties in the  

Sessions of the CCD Conference;
• Trust Fund for Voluntary Financing of Activities under the CCD;
• Trust Fund for Voluntary Financing of Activities under the GM;
• Trust Fund for Convention Events Organised by the UNCCD Secretariat 

(the Bonn Fund)
After Decision 10/COP12 increased the capital reserve from 8 to 10%, which 

covers a month and a half of operations, the Executive Secretary asks the Parties to 
eventually align the capital reserve with the highest percentage of the indicative 
allocation scale (21%) to fund the Convention. In this way, she suggests using  
the budget contribution received in previous financial years to, firstly, increase the 
capital reserve by 2% and, secondly, finance a special initiative for mitigating the 
effects of drought. Annex II of document ICCD/COP(13)/7 contains a briefing note 
on this initiative, which builds on the results from the Regional drought conference 
held in Namibia in August 2016.

In case of the unexpected, the secretariat has also prepared contingency  
budgets, including a budget for continuing conferences (COP, CST and CRIC), 
in the event that the General Assembly changes its practice, which has up until 
now been to include this budget in the regular United Nations and COP budget. 
The contingency budgets would also be used in the event that COP14, CST14 
and CRIC17 were all held in Bonn.

In accordance with Resolution 71/272 (A/RES/71/272B) of the 71st Session 
of the GA/UN, the secretariat and the GM propose to continue budgeting the 
costs of after-service health insurance using the “pay-as-you-go” practice, until the 
GA/UN reach a different decision on this subject.

It should be noted that document ICCD/CRIC(16)/3, which contains the 
report on the execution of costed workplans of the secretariat, CRIC, CST and 
Global Mechanism for 2016-2017, must be taken into account when reading  
document ICCD/COP(13)/7.

The Parties will also be called upon to study the documents concerning  
the verified financial states of the Convention funds for biennium 2016-2017 and 
2014-2015 (in respect of 31 December 2015) (documents ICCD/COP(13)/10 
and ICCD/COP(12)/11), and of the status of contributions to the Convention 
funds for biennium 2016-2017 (document ICCD/COP(13)/13). Likewise, the 
verified financial states of the GM are submitted to the COP in document ICCD/
COP(13)/12.

Furthermore, document ICCD/COP(13)/14 provides an overview of the 
main conclusions and recommendations arising from the evaluations carried  
out to order during biennium 2016-2017. It also provides information on the 
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follow-up actions for recommendations from evaluations completed before the 
end of 2015. Furthermore, it presents the evaluation bureau’s proposed work plan 
for biennium 2018-2019, accompanied by an estimation of corresponding costs. 
It should be noted that the systematic evaluation of activities carried out under the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification started in 2014. It aims to 
strengthen external credibility and the accountability of the secretariat and the 
Global Mechanism, and to improve their internal learning culture.

1.3.6 Procedural questions
Procedural questions deal with the participation and contribution of civil society 
and private sector organisations in meetings and other activities linked to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification.

Documents ICCD/COP(13)/15 and ICCD/COP(13)/16 report on the activi-
ties of the secretariat and the GM for the implementation of Decisions 5/COP12 
and 6/COP13, which deal with these two aspects and propose recommendations 
that the COP13 will be asked to discuss.

1.3.7 Concurrent sessions: high-level ministerial  
round tables and dialogues

In accordance with Decision 34/COP12, participatory dialogue sessions will be 
organised for ministers and other heads of delegation and high-level representatives 
during the special debate on 11 and 12 September. Document ICCD/COP(13)/
INF.2 provides food for thought for the COP 13 participants.

This discussion will take the following format:
3 ministerial/high-level round tables:

• Round table 1 − Land degradation: a challenge to development, prosperity 
and peace (see Sheet 14 of the Guide)

• Round table 2 − Drought and sand and dust storms: early warning and beyond 
(see Sheet 15 of the Guide)

• Round table 3 − Land degradation neutrality: “From targets to action...what 
will it take?” (see Sheet 16 of the Guide)
For each of the round tables, information and context on the topics, coming 

in part from document ICCD/COP(13)/INF.2, are proposed in Sheets 14, 15 and 
16 of the Guide.

1.3.8 Interactive dialogue
• Women and land rights A dialogue with civil society (see Sheet 17 of the 

Guide)
• How can local governments help address the challenges of land degradation?: 

A dialogue with elected and local government representatives (see Sheet 18 
of the Guide)
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• How can the private sector invest to help achieve land degradation neutrality?: 
A dialogue with the private sector (see Sheet 19 of the Guide)
For each of the discussions, information and context on the topics, coming  

in part from document ICCD/COP(13)/INF.2, are proposed in Sheets 17, 18 and 
19 of the Guide.
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2.1 Degradation neutrality
The twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), held in Ankara, Turkey in 
October 2015, approved SDG target 15.3 and the concept of land degradation 
neutrality (LDN) as a prime driving force for the implementation of the Convention.

It also defined land degradation neutrality as “a status where the quantity and 
quality of the land resources required to support the ecosystem functions and 
services and to improve food security remain stable or are progressing within the 
framework of pre-determined temporary and spatial scales and of given ecosystems”.

Land degradation neutrality appears to be an idea that can link together the 
majority of the sustainable development goals and is a point of synergy between 
the three Rio Conventions, with land degradation contributing to the erosion of the 
biodiversity, especially of soils, and to the reduction of stocks of organic carbon of soils.

LDN could be one of the responses, not simply to act against climate change 
and ensure food security, but also to slow down migrations due to the degradation 
of natural resources and reduce the conflicts in accessing resources.

To supervise LDN implementation and support its member countries in putting 
it into practice, the Secretariat has developed a dual approach of scoping papers 
governing LDN implementation (Scientific Conceptual Framework for Land 
Degradation Neutrality) and launching an international support programme in 
defining national targets. Its implementation in the field should, however, take 
account of several elements and challenges to be taken up.

The International Summit of Non-State actors in land degradation, Désertif ’ 
actions 2017, which met in June 2017, raised several points and challenges to be 
considered during its implementation, mainly on:

• The place and involvement of the civil society in the process
• The beneficiaries and modalities of the restoration of degraded lands and  

financing the implementation
• Compliance with the hierarchy of responses to be delivered to land degradation 

and therefore make prevention/preservation a priority
• Attempts at land seizures and commercialisation through the restoration of 

degraded lands.

Part 2. 
Additional analysis of main issues
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2.2 The advantages of synergies between the 
Rio Conventions and the new initiatives

Achieving target 15.3 and therefore land degradation neutrality is linked to a variety 
of specific world and regional initiatives on promoting sustainable land management 
(SLM) and restoring/rehabilitating degraded lands.

International initiatives include the Aichi Targets of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the Bonn Challenge on Forest and Landscape Restoration (FLR), the 
New York Declaration on forests and the 4 for 1000 Initiative. Related regional 
initiatives include the 20x20 Initiative for Latin America and the Caribbean, the 
African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative (AFR100) and the Adaptation of 
African Agriculture Initiative (AAA).

UNCCD implementation is not possible without increased cooperation of all 
players, to:

• Take advantage of activities planned by each initiative to share experiences 
and knowledge developed by each of the expert parties

• Avoid redundancy in activities and geographical areas
• Be able to unit and mobilise the partners and construct collaborative projects 

with multiple benefits for each partner and the populations
• Harmonise the monitoring and reporting procedures of different initiatives
• Develop strategies for mobilising and accessing financial resources with inter-

national lending institutions

2.3 New international initiatives
In its fifth report published on 31 October 2014, the IPCC brings more certainty to 
the anthropogenic origin and actual impacts of climate change on the three systems 
– physical, biological and human and developed. The IPCC report identifies three 
main risks from climate change to these systems in Africa, namely: (i) worsening 
of pressures exercised on water resources, (ii) drop in crop productivity with the 
consequences on means of subsistence and food security and (ii) vector-borne or 
water-related diseases21.

The three risks are all the more worrying given that seven out of ten Africans 
depend on agriculture for survival22. Agriculture is the backbone of African economies 
and societies. It can account for between 25% and 35 % of the gross domestic 
product according to the countries and employs nearly 65% of the active African 

21. Climate change 2014, Summary report, Summary for policy-makers – https://www.ipcc.
ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_fr.pdf

22. African Development Bank, https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/ Documents/
Events/COP21/Contribution_de_la_Banque_africaine_de_développement_à_la_
réunion_de_la_COP21_à_la_CCNUCC.pdf

https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_fr.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/syr/SYR_AR5_FINAL_full_fr.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/
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population23. It is also the most vulnerable economic sector to climate change 
given its huge dependence on the impacts from climate: nearly 90% of African 
agriculture relies on rainfall. In addition, the population of the African continent 
is predicted to rise to over two billion by 2050.

The low industrialisation and development level of African countries means 
that they contribute little to the greenhouse gas emissions responsible for the current 
climate change. Africa emits less than 5% of all world emissions (including one 
third from South Africa)24. This has not however prevented the African States  
from responding to the Lima-Paris Call by preparing their Intended Nationally 
Determined Contribution (INDC), in which they set out ambitious mitigation 
and adaptation objectives. The priority sectors for which the African States have 
presented adaptation and mitigation objectives are mainly agriculture and food 
security, forestry, energy, water resources, regional development and health. Each 
State therefore has GHG emission reduction goals by 2030 that are conditioned 
by quantified international financing and by other unconditional aspects linked to 
their own resources.

The implementation of these voluntary contributions continues to depend on 
the availability of financial resources and technological innovations. The lack of 
financing is a serious constraint to exploiting climate opportunities in Africa that 
could lead to significant transformations in development trajectories. Although 
financing opportunities exist in support of climate-resistant development in 
Africa, demand far outstrips available resources. The United Nations Environment 
Programme has suggested that the annual average costs of adaptation to the inevitable 
climate change in Africa will reach between seven and fifteen billion US dollars by 
2020. And they will increase to fifteen to eighteen billion for the following decade 
if the world remains on the path towards average global warming of 3.4°C to 4°C25.

Sticking with an average figure gives eleven billion dollars needed by 2020. 
Until now, bilateral and multilateral adaptation financing for Africa has reached 
516 million dollars a year on average, provided by the global climate funds. Adaptation 
is still the poor relation in climate financing with a very low proportion allocated 
to it compared with mitigation financing.

By placing the COP22 held in Marrakesh in November 2016 under the sign 
of Action and, more particularly, of Action for Africa, the African countries and 
their partners committed fully to increasing all challenges raised by climate change 
on the Continent affecting the physical, biophysical and human systems and related 
problems such as forced migration, political crises and armed conflicts and thus 
including agriculture among priority topics for negotiation. In this respect, a certain 

23. Mohamed Aït-Kadi, Chairman of the General Council of Morocco for Agricultural 
Development, http://aaainitiative.org/fr/cp-latribune-scientifique-COP22

24. http://terangaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/PBrief-10-Afrique-climat.pdf
25. African Development Bank

http://aaainitiative.org/fr/cp-latribune-scientifique-COP.22
http://terangaweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/PBrief-10-Afrique-climat.pdf
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number of initiatives pertaining to agriculture and sustainable land management 
were launched and/or consolidated at COP22 in Marrakesh. We present four of 
the most significant below.

2.3.1 Sustainability, Stability and Security initiative (3S)
The African governments are launching the Triple S (3S) Initiative to promote 
sustainability, stability and security faced with migration cause by land degradation 
and climate change.

Alarmed by the hazardous effects of climate change, especially on fragile and 
unstable communities, the African governments meeting during the Climate 
Change Conference in Marrakesh, Morocco, agreed practical measures for setting 
the region on the road to security, stability and sustainability. A Task Force was 
created, with regional representatives from across the continent, to fine tune and 
implement the action plan at the start of 2017.

The 3S Initiative was adopted at the First Africa Action Summit held on  
16 November on the fringes of the Climate Change Conference in Morocco.

Thousands of villages in African countries having joined the initiative will 
receive aid to create green jobs and promote investment opportunities for the migrants 
themselves. The 3S Initiative will also help to promote national programmes for 
adoption early warning systems, strengthening land, mapping land degradation, 
population movement and migration hotspots, localising new transhumance routes 
to prevent tensions emerging over natural resource management in national security 
strategies and migration policies.

2.3.2 Adaptation of African Agriculture Initiative (AAA)26 

Launched prior to the COP22 held in Morocco, the Adaptation of African  
Agriculture Initiative (AAA) is aiming to reduce the vulnerability of Africa and its 
agriculture to climate change. It promotes or encourages the setting up of concrete 
projects to improve soil management, control of agricultural water, climate risk 
management and financing capacities and solutions.

The initiative is not only a key response to climate change but also to food 
insecurity. Its aim to is place Adaptation of African Agriculture at the heart of climate 
discussions and negotiations and to capture a substantial proportion of climate funds. 
One of its proposed solutions is also to contribute to the deployment of concrete 
agricultural projects. Adaptation of African Agriculture was set up as one of the 
priorities of the Moroccan Presidency for COP22. To date, the initiative enjoys 
the support of 25 African countries, UNCCD and FAO.

26. http://www.aaainitiative.org/fr/initiative.

http://www.aaainitiative.org/fr/initiative


27

Guide to the negotiations – UNCCD (COP13) – OIF/IFDD, 2017

2.3.3 Great Green Wall
The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and Sahel, known generally as Great Green 
Wall (GGW) is the flagship initiative of the African continent to combat the 
effects of climate change and desertification. Developed by the African Union, the 
aim of the initiative is to transform the lives of millions of people by creating a 
mosaic of green, productive ecosystems in North Africa, the Sahel and the Horn 
of Africa1. It was conceived initially as a long corridor 15 km-wide crossing the 
entire African continent, spanning 7,600 km, passing through twelve countries 
and linking Dakar (Senegal) to Djibouti.

The historic initiative launched officially in January 2007 is evolving into a 
series of interventions designed to take up the challenges confronting the Sahel 
and Sahara populations.

2.3.4 4 for 1000 Initiative: Soils for food security  
and climate

The 4 for 1000 Initiative launched by France involves uniting all voluntary public 
and private players (States, authorities, companies, professional organisations, 
NGO, research institutions, etc.) under the Lima-Paris Action Plan.

The initiative aims to show that agriculture, especially agricultural soils, can 
play a critical role in food security and climate change. The initiative is based on 
solid scientific documentation and thus invites all the partners to make known or 
introduce concrete actions on carbon storage in the soils and the type of practice 
to achieve this (agri-ecology, agro-forestry, conservation agriculture, landscape 
management, etc.).



28

A
d

d
i

t
i

o
n

a
l

 
a

n
a

l
y

s
i

s
 

o
f

 
m

a
i

n
 

i
s

s
u

e
s

The ambition of the initiative is to urge the players to commit to a transition 
to highly-resilient, productive agriculture, based on appropriate land and soil 
management, which creates jobs and incomes and favours sustainable development.

2.3.5 African Forest Landscape Restoration  
Initiative (AFR100)

AFR100 (African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative) is a national plan with 
the goal of restoring 100 million hectares of deforested and degraded landscapes 
in Africa by 2030. AFR100 is committed to accelerating the restoration to improve 
food security, increase resilience and mitigation faced with climate change and 
combat poverty in rural areas.

AFR100 is responding to the mandate of the African Union to restore 100 
million hectares of degraded land by 2030. It supplements the African Landscapes 
Action Plan (ALAP) and the broader for climate change, biodiversity and land 
degradation (LDBA) programme of the African Union. AFR100 contributes to 
the achievement of national environment and sustainable development commitments 
made by the Bonn Challenge and the New York Declaration, among many other 
targets. The initiative also contributes directly to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) and the Paris Climate Agreement. It is based on the experience and 
results of the partner TerrAfrica and efforts relating to landscape restoration. 
AFR100 has been launched and will prepare an “implementation platform” to provide 
technical support and facilitate financing for the partner countries. AFR100 is in 
its initial phase and is currently building up and reinforcing the partnership with 
a view to acquiring additional resources for larger-scale replication of successful 
practices in restoring targeted forest landscapes.

2.3.6 20x20 Initiative
The 20x20 Initiative is an effort to restore 20 million hectares in Latin American 
and the Caribbean by 2020. The initiative, which was launched at COP20 in 
Lima, will support the Bonn Challenge, a global commitment to restoring 150 
million hectares worldwide by 2020 and the New York Declaration on Forests 
which is targeting 350 million restored hectares by 2030.

The World Resources Institute (WRI), in partnership with CATIE, CIAT and 
IUCN, supports the 20x20 Initiative through its Global Restoration Initiative. 
WRI encourages and facilitates dialogue between governments, the civil society 
and the private sector to establish an effective coalition that can achieve its objectives.
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Forth coming events up to COP14

6-10 September 2017

46th session of IPCC 
Montreal, Canada 
IPCC
https://www.ipcc.ch/index.htm 

9-13 October 2017

Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS 44)
Rome, Italy
FAO
http://www.fao.org/cfs/home/plenary/cfs44/en/ 

16-18 October 2017

Symposium on climate change and drought resilience in Africa
Nairobi, Kenya
University of Applied Sciences (Germany), Manchester Metropolitan University
(UK), Strathmore University (Kenya)
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/soils/docs/Nairobi.Symposium.Flyer.pdf 

23-25 October 2017

International Workshop on Middle East (Regional) Dust Sources and Their 
Impacts
Istanbul, Turkey
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs of Turkey
http://www.cem.gov.tr/erozyon/MainPage/Announcements/17-04-24/INTER-
NATIONAL_WORKSHOP_ON_MIDDLE_EAST_REGIONAL_DUST_ 
SOURCES_AND_THEIR_IMPACTS_23-25_OCTOBER_2017_ISTAN-BUL.
aspx?sflang=en

7-16 November 2017

COP23 UNFCCC
Bonn, Germany
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change/Fiji Islands
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/fr/COP23-bonn/ 

https://www.ipcc.ch/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/soils/docs/Nairobi.Symposium.Flyer.pdf
http://www.cem.gov.tr/erozyon/MainPage/Announcements/17-04-24/INTER-NATIONAL_WORKSHOP_ON_MIDDLE_EAST_REGIONAL_DUST_
http://www.cem.gov.tr/erozyon/MainPage/Announcements/17-04-24/INTER-NATIONAL_WORKSHOP_ON_MIDDLE_EAST_REGIONAL_DUST_
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/fr/COP.23-bonn/
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14-17 November 2017

Second Conference on Land Policy in Africa – CLPA-2017
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Land Policy Initiative (joint programme of the AU Commission, EC,  
UN and AfDB) http://www.uneca.org/clpa2017 

17 November 2017

Session of the managing body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture
Rome, Italy
FAO
http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/ 

28-30 November 2017

53rd meeting of the GEF Council, Washington, DC, USA
Global Environment Fund https://www.thegef.org/council-meetings 

29 November 2017

“The future of arid regions” symposium
Montpellier, France
French Scientific Committee on Desertification  
http://www.agropolis.fr/actualites/agenda.php 

5 December

World Soil Day
FAO
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/world-soil-day/fr/ 

11-14 December 2017

21st meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Montreal, Canada
Convention on Biological Diversity
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/ 

18-24 March 2018

6th plenary session of the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
Medellin, Colombia
IPBES
http://www.ipbes.net/plenary 

http://www.uneca.org/clpa2017
http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/
https://www.thegef.org/council-meetings
http://www.agropolis.fr/actualites/agenda.php
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/world-soil-day/fr/
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/
http://www.ipbes.net/plenary
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18-23 March 2018

8th World Water Forum
Brasilia, Brazil
World Water Council
http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/8th-world-water-forum-march-18-23-2018 

30 April-10 May 2018

48th meeting of UNFCCC subsidiary bodies
Bonn, Germany
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
http://unfccc.int/meetings/unfccc_calendar/items/2655.php?year=2018 

2-7 July 2018

21st meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and  
Technological Advice of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Montreal, Canada
Convention on Biological Diversity
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/ 

21-29 October 2018

13th Conference of Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates
Ramsar Convention
http://www.ramsar.org/fr/a-propos/la-conference-des-parties-contractantes 

http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/8th-world-water-forum-march-18-23-2018
http://unfccc.int/meetings/unfccc_calendar/items/2655.php?year=2018
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/
http://www.ramsar.org/fr/a-propos/la-conference-des-parties-contractantes


The Unisféra International Centre
UNISFÉRA International Centre is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the advancement of  
sustainable development. By combining its expertise in policy analysis and formulation with its  
consulting experience, UNISFÉRA a powerful vector for knowledge-based solutions.
UNISFÉRA’s main areas of expertise comprise sustainable development policy, law and management,  
climate change and adaptation, sustainable land management, desertification, trade and environment 
and water policy.
The UNISFÉRA team and research associates include lawyers, economists, scientists and engineers 
along with experts in management, communications, public policy and international relations. They 
have a wealth of experience from working frequently with the private sector and governmental and 
inter-governmental organisations, including OIF-IFDD, the World Bank, UNDP, UNEP, OECD, 
CLD and CIDA, among others.
UNISFÉRA offers the non-profit service “Planetair” that aims to help individuals, businesses and 
institutions to reduce their climate footprint. Created in 2005, Planetair develops and finances GHG 
emission carbon offset portfolios, thereby setting up an economic mechanism to achieve environmental 
and social objectives. It also certifies activities, events and organisations as carbon neutral.

UNISFÉRA International Centre

E-mail: info@unisfera.org
Internet site: www.unisfera.org



The Institut de la Francophonie pour le développement durable (IFDD – Institute of the French-
speaking world for Sustainable Development) is a subsidiary body of the Organisation internationale 
de la Francophonie (OIF – International Organisation of the Francophonie) and its headquarters are 
in Quebec City.

Under its original name of Institut de l’Énergie des Pays ayant en commun l’usage du Français (IEPF – Energy 
Institute for Countries with French as a common language), the IFDD came into being in 1988  
following the 11th Summit of the Francophonie held in Quebec in 1987. It was created in the wake 
of the global energy crises and from a desire of Heads of State and Government for cooperative action 
to develop the energy sector in member countries. In 1996, the Institute took the resolutions of the 
Rio Earth Summit 1992 as the major guide for its action and became the Institut de l’énergie et de 
l’environnement de la Francophonie (Energy and Environment Institute of the French-speaking World) 
And in 2013, following the Rio+20 Conference, it was renamed Institut de la Francophonie pour le 
développement durable (IFDD – Institute of the French-speaking world for Sustainable Development). 

Its mission is to contribute to:

• training and capacity-building in sustainable development of various categories of development 
players in French-speaking countries in the energy and environment sectors;

• support for development players in initiatives to prepare and implement sustainable development 
programmes;

• the promotion of the sustainable development approach in French-speaking countries;

• the development of partnerships in the various economic and social development sectors, mainly 
environment and energy, for sustainable development.

IFDD action falls under the Strategic Framework of the Francophonie, within mission D “Sustainable 
development, economy and solidarity” and Strategic Objective 7 “Contribute to the preparation and 
implementation of the post-2015 development programme and sustainable development goals”.

The Institute is in particular lead partner in the following two programmes under the OIF 2015-2018 
schedule, implemented in partnership with other OIF units:

• Increase the capacities of target countries to develop and implement national, regional and local 
sustainable development strategies which are inclusive, participative and results-based;

• Build up the capacities of French-speaking players to allow active participation in international 
negotiations and decisions on the economic, environment and sustainable development, and their 
implementation.

www.ifdd.francophonie.org



The International Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF) is an institution founded on sharing a 
language − French − and common values. It has to date fifty-seven member States and governments 
and twenty observers. With members spread across all five continents, it accounts for more than a third 
of the member States of the United Nations. 
The OIF supports its member States in preparing or consolidating their policies and carries out  
multilateral cooperation actions under four-year programmes, in accordance with the major missions 
set out by the Summit of the Francophonie: promoting the French language and cultural and linguistic 
diversity; promoting peace, democracy and human rights; supporting education, training, higher 
education and research; developing cooperation to ensure sustainable development and solidarity 

58 member States and governments: 

Albania • Principality of Andorra • Armenia • Kingdom of Belgium • Benin • Bulgaria • Burkina Faso 
• Burundi • Cambodia • Cameroon • Canada • Canada-New Brunswick • Canada-Quebec • Cape 
Verde • Central African Republic • Chad • Comoros • Congo • Côte d’Ivoire • Cyprus • Democratic 
Republic of Congo • Djibouti • Dominica • Egypt • Equatorial Guinea • France • Gabon • Ghana • 
Greece • Guinea • Guinea-Bissau • Haiti • Laos • Lebanon • Luxembourg • Macedonia (FYR) • 
Madagascar • Mali • Mauritania • Mauritius • Moldavia • Principality of Monaco • Morocco • Niger 
• Qatar • Romania • Rwanda • Saint Lucia • São Tomé and Príncipe • Senegal • Seychelles • Switzerland 
• Togo • Tunisia • Vanuatu • Vietnam • Wallonia-Brussels Federation. 

26 observers: 

Austria • Bosnia Herzegovina • Croatia • Czech Republic • Dominican Republic • Estonia • Georgia 
• Hungary • Latvia • Lithuania • Montenegro • Mozambique • Poland • Serbia • Slovakia • Slovenia 
• Thailand • Ukraine • United Arab Emirates • Uruguay. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION OF LA FRANCOPHONIE
19-21 avenue Bosquet, 75007 Paris, France
Tel.: +33 (0)1 44 37 33 00
www.francophonie.org



The publication of this Summary for policymakers which accompanies the 
Guide to negotiations of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Especially 
in Africa (UNCCD) is part of the initiative by the Institut de la Francophonie 
pour le développement durable (IFDD - Institute of the French-speaking world 
for sustainable development) on the sustainable management of lands and forests 
and on desertification.

The Summary for policymakers is intended first and foremost for delegates 
from miscellaneous countries who are attending international meetings on 
desertification. It will also be useful to the general public and representatives of 
non-governmental and international organisations interested in international 
current affairs relating to desertification, land degradation and drought.

From the start, it offers a summary table of the main questions that will be 
examined during the miscellaneous sessions.

Then, a first section of the Summary gives an overview of the main issues 
that will be addressed at the 13th session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP13) as well as the sixteenth meeting of the Committee for the Review of 
the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC16) and the thirteenth session of 
the Committee on Science and Technology (CST13).

Lastly, the second section of the Guide contains an additional analysis drafted 
under the responsibility of the UNISFÉRA International Centre. It covers three 
themes that will be addressed during the meetings: a) the concept of land degra-
dation neutrality, b) the integration of the sustainable development goals in the 
implementation of the UNCCD and c) the advantages of synergies between the 
Rio Conventions.
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